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in From the Cold
Long Out of Fashion,
Spy Agencies Now Get
Priority in Washington
Administraﬁdds Agents

~ And Analysts, Pays Heed
To Oncé-IGnored ,Na'tions
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By GeraLd F. Sua
Staff Reporter of Tue WALL STREET JOURNAL

WASHINGTON--Radio listeners in At-
lanta may have been siartled recently to
hear a mellifluous voice saying, *“We're the
Central Intelligence Agency, looking for
very syecml people to train for a career
with us.’

The anncuncer explained that if listeners
could *“‘make on-the-spot decisicns, have ini-
tiative and self-reliance, are willing to live

abread,” they could quulify for a job. The:

ad closed with these instructions: “Get in
touch if you believe you uare special enough
for a career with the Central Intelhgence
Agency.”

That ad and a-similar one run in Salt
Lake City represent the CIA's first eifort to
recruit new employes with broadcast adver-
tising. And the Atlanta experiment, in par-
t,cumr was a big hit. “It absolutely
swamnped us with rosponses." a (‘IA ofncxal
S1yS.

The commercials are ]Lht one sign that

the Reagan administration has begun trying
to make good -cn its promise to rebuild
America’s intelligence system. Both in radio
and newspaper ads, the CIA is recruiting
full-time analysis for duty either at its head-
quarters near here or at posts abroad. Over-
ali, the administration has begun quietly in-
creasing the intelligence system’s secret’
budget by roughly Lhe same rate as the Pen-
tagon's 18% rise for flscal 1983. Meanwhile,
t“e CIA is assembling a five-year master
plan for beefing up the intelligence commu-
nity, which many in Congress now azree

was worn thin by 'staffing and budget re-

straints dunng the 1360s a.nd 1970s.
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Emphasis on People

The Reagan administration's phns will
make some br-oad changes in the way the
U.S. intelligence system dces its work in the
1930s. The emphasis will be on adding ana-

- lysts and clandestine agents, after the re-

cent heavy dependence or spy gadgetry for
badgetary reasons. Many of the new people
will be used to build up the CIA's knowledge
about- developing countries that promise to
be the world hot spots in the 1980s. ““If thers
is 2 broad, general underlying approach, it
says you have to devote a lot of time and at-
tention. to understanding in depth countries
that haven't been centers of attention in the
1970s,” a. senior U.S. mtelhvence official
says. .
At this- pomt Convress and thg pubhc
seem willing to support the administration’s

-plans. But some }lawmakers sound a.warn-

ing. They say the new congressional consen-
sus for rebuilding intelligence could be
threatened by what some consider another
trend: the Reagan administration’s inclina-
tion to "pout;cxze" the inteliigence ‘commu-
mty to fit its polictes. -, -

-Some lawmakers think polmcs ratherb

than a desire for objective intelligence, lies
behind the appointment of some intelligence
officials. And they charge that some recent
CIA work has been tailored to fit adminis-

-fration views. Democratic Sen. Paul Tson-

gas-of Massachusetts recently stormed out
of a closed-door briefing’ on Central Amer-

‘ica, charging that the session had turned

into a political harangue rather than a pres-
entaticn of intelligence information. .

" The meeting was given by Constantine
Menges, a conservative Latin American ex-
pert hired by the Reagan administration as

-the CIA’s national inteiligence officer for

Latin America. After-v(.rd .Sen. Tsongas
and two other Democratic Senators sent a

letter to CIA Director William Caseyv com-!

plaining that the meeting *“tordered on poi-|
_icy prescription rather than a straightfor-

ward analysis of avallable mtelhgence,
‘data.”

-Some Senators’ suwected lhat the CIA’s

" analyses of the administration’s provosal to

sell Awacs radar planes to Saudi Arabia
were shaded to push the sale. Likewise, they
objected when Mr. Casey ordered CIA ana-
lysts to rewrite a report on terrorism to in-
clude more emphasis on the Sovxet 1ole in
international terrorism. :

+ “It goes back to.the whoIe question of

. whether we're going to have an-agency giv-

ing what we need-—unvarnished, unencum-
bered, straight facts,” says Democratic Sen.
Joseph Biden of Delaware, a member of the

" Senate Intelligence Committee. .. ...
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a long and steady decline in 1967. By me
mid-1970s, he says, ‘almost one-third of the
personnet devoted to intelligence in the 1960s
had been lopped off.’

Ray Cline, a former high CIA official,
adds that from 1970 to 1974 U S. spending on
intelligence increased little if any. As a re-
sult, he says, inflation cut the real invest-
ment in inteiligence by 33% to 50%. .

Some of the reduction resulted from the
end of the Vietnam war, which had required
.an intelligence bmldup But other factors
were at work; too. Revelations of abuses by

the CIA undercut congressional support for
intelligence spending. Also, the intelligence|
agancies were hurt-by the government-wide
s!ashmv of overseas personnel in the early
1970s in an attempt to stem the' f’uw of uolJ
lars out of the U.S. bt

Both Democrats and Repnbhcans now
find large gaps-in the nation's intelligence
C'lpdb‘hUPS “The U.S. inteliigence system
isn't able to dedl with’ mulnple crises, as we
have expener'ced recently, wititout (‘lvertl'l"'
resources from other high-priority mis-

sions,” the Senate Inielligence Committee| ’

said in a recent report. “Moreover; in many!
areas of the Third World, coverage: by thel
U.S. mtelhoence system is exther mamna}
or nonexisient.”

The CIA has suifere¢ a “brain dram" of
top analysts, Sen. Biden says. Iis language!
abilities have declined; during the upheaval!
in Iran, a cornmunity-wide smrc‘l turned up!
only two Farsi-speaking emploves who could |
be put to work analyzing events there, a for-|
mer ofticial says. Anrd because few '1er
agents have been Jommg up, some two-,
thirds of the higher-ups in the CIA’s clandes-|
tine services are technically elizible for re-'
tirement because they are more than 30'
years old. S

One area m whch the U S mte!hgence!
system: remains. x.nparalle!ed is in spy tech-!
nology. For example the U.S.vhas satellites:

‘with cameras that can spot cars and trucks]

mioving down roads; and it has spy planes;
with cameras that can easily distinguish ob-
jLCtS less than a yard in diameter. .. ...,

“Under the Reagan  administration’s

oped further. But the initial emphasis will
be elsewhere. “The intelligence program is.
trying to wean itself off the pattern of heavy
investment in technical resources’ ‘and_deni




